
AIMING FOR A TOP 5 SPOT
By Hanedzani Mbedzi

With the countdown to the 2025 matric exams 
underway,  L impopo Premier  Dr.  Phophi 
Ramathuba and MEC for Education Mavhungu 
Lerule-Ramakhanya led more than 1 000 Grade 12 
learners during a solidarity walk in Sekhukhune 
East Education District. The walk was to mark 22 
days before  more than 120 000 fulltime and part-
time candidates sit for the National Senior 
Certificate examinations.The countdown serves as 
a symbolic and practical call to action, study, 
discipline and a collective effort to ensure a 
successful examination period. The walk was not 

just a show of unity, but a wakeup call for learners to 
finish strong. Addressing learners gathered at 
Setlhaku Technical Secondary School, Dr. 
Ramathuba reminded them of Limpopo’s improved 
matric results from 67% in 2022 to 85,01% in 2024 
and urged them to raise the bar even higher this 
academic year to reach 90%.

 The Premier together with MEC for Education and 
other senior officials, used the platform to inspire 
learners while outlining the provincial executive’s 
expectations. The solidarity walk also set the tone 
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for two more build-up events scheduled in 
Mogalakwena and Capricorn North ahead of the 
exams.
“With just 22 days left before the matric exams, 
the countdown makes everything feel real, it 
pushes us to work harder, manage our time 
better and stay focused on our goals.  It’s not 
just about passing, but about proving to 
ourselves and our families that all the years of 
hard work have been worth it,” said Boikanyo 
Precaution Komane, a Grade 12 learner from 
Kweledi secondary school. 

Premier Ramathuba urged learners to trust their 
preparations, protect their integrity and take care of 
their health as exams draw closer. She also called 
on parents to support their children by creating a 
conducive environment. “Sekhukhune East, I am 

rooting for you to rewrite history. You are our hope 
and I trust in you, We are on the finishing line, so 
focus on what you have studied,” she said. Her 
message of encouragement was further reinforced 
by the Limpopo MEC for Education, Mavhungu 
Lerule-Ramakhanya, who joined learners in a 
session of commitment to success. The MEC led a 
learner commitment session with 14 schools from 
the Sekhukhune East Education District, where one 
learner from each school pledged on behalf of their 
peers to achieve a 100% pass rate. As the exams 
draws closer, the Department of Education has 
reassured learners of its full support, pledging to 
provide every necessary resources to help them 
succeed. With learners, parents, educators, and 
government working together, Limpopo is 
determined to make the Class of 2025 one of the 
province’s best-performing cohorts yet.
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The Limpopo Department of Education 
currently has 35 Public Special schools 

across the province. These schools cater for 
learners with various barriers to learning 

learning including intellectual developmental, 
and physical disabilities.







Women in the Limpopo Department of Education 
held a glittering event to celebrate women’s month 
at Tiveka lodge outside Polokwane. The 
celebration was aimed at preserving the diverse 
rich cultures and heritage of all the indigenous 
people in the province. The celebrations reflected 
on women’s resilience in upholding Heritage and 
culture both in the workplace and society. 
Celebrating Heritage Day provides a sense of 
identity and belonging, fosters cultural continuity, 
and provides a platform for communities to connect 
and share common values and experiences.

The highlight of the day was a reflective session 
where staff members were encouraged to close 
their eyes and confront the painful experiences 

they had endured. Speakers emphasized the 
importance of self-love, resilience and mental 
hea l th  as  key  foundat ions  fo r  women’s 
empowerment.

Ms. Mothiba, speaking on Gender Based Violence 
and Femicide  reminded women that everything 
begins with loving and appreciating one self 
because it makes it easier to extend the same love 
to others. She further addressed gender-based 
violence, noting that societal expectations such as 
giving boys toy guns and girls dolls can shape 
harmful gender outcomes as children grow.

Sharing the same sentiment was Ms. Sibiya, a 
Mental Health and spiritual upliftment expert who 



encouraged women to be content with what they 
have and to prioritize their mental health. “We all 
face challenges, but they should not define who we 
are. Women must normalize speaking out or 
seeking professional help when needed,” 
concluded Sibiya. 

Deputy Director for Service Delivery and Special 
Programme in the Limpopo Department of 
Education Nekhavhambe Alugumi expressed 
gratitude for the strong turnout despite earlier 
challenges in planning. “I was worried about the 
delays and postponements, but I am grateful for the 

support from the MEC and pleased to see so many 
women joining us in celebration,” she said.

Head of Department, Mr. Maropene Seshibe, 
applauded the women for embracing the day in their 
traditional attire and reminded them of the 
resilience of the women of 1956. “Female 
educators have been central to building the 
heritage of education and also nurturing learners in 
our province. Today, 39% of senior posts in the 
country are held by women. As we celebrate, we 
must commit to preserving this legacy for 
generations to come,” He concluded.
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